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Still, of all the rnagical odors one could be africted wrth, it
could have been alot worse. Goat. Skunk. Old cheese.

The rosemary hither again, a directblast, as if the crushed

Leaves were directly under her nostrils. Slate put a hand over her

nose and wrinkled her eyes shut.

Fine,fine, yoitte got mry attention...

"Sorryi said the warder, imells prelty rank down here. You

getrsedto it.I hardly smell it rnyseHl

Slate nodded, It had been pretty thick before the rosemary

choked her, although she'd smelled worse.

"Who's Le{t?" she asked, droppingher hand.

"Srx in for assault, three murderersl'
"Lovely. All right, Le{s seethe ones up for assawltll

Arc warder opened a door and went inside. She heard shout-

ingand muffled grurnblings while he prodded the prisoners up

to the bars. Slate tried to clear her head, got another whiff of
rosemary) and pinched the bridge of her nose to steady herself.

Okay, okay, I know it's imytortant! I reali.ze my L{ds on the l.tne

here! Back ofi!

The phantom herb didit pay aLtention, but theru it never

did. Slate turned in place, trying to get abeLter fi,x on it.

She was grateful that this sort of thing didnt generally

}rappen more than or..ce or twice a year.Itwas aLways dreadfully

annoyrng when it did, as if she were some kind of botanical

bloodhound, folTowing a scent thatwasnt really there.

\t was hard to get a fix on any particalar dftection without

wandering around with her nose in the arr. Shed learned not to

do that. People tended to look atyoufunny.

She sighed again.Maybe shed be lucl1y, andit'd be one of the

murderers. Then she could take him and qer .

any complications,

Beyond the current comylications, N,hiclt ,t",

enough, thank you.

"\tey're ready, miami said the u,arder. le:

wooden door.

Slate stepped over the threshold and inr.-

past the cells. Someone put his hand. thr.'
jerked them backwhen the warder made a ::-.

Another prisoner laughed at him.

The men behind the bars were a sorn- -

progressive as such things went-they chan,{..

and gave everyone meals and fresh lr,ater-b'.:
anyone could do about the lice or the smeLl c:

Slate swept her eyes oyer the half-do:en ::
None of them were anl,thing shed rr-a:'.:

partner. Most of them had the dull, sul1er, ^--

fallen into yiolence for lack of any other or:.;
There was one near the end who had sh.-,.

didnt look very bright, but maybe he d be ,<-- --

At thk ytoint, that may be the best.1 Lri{ -'..".

p ris on s cum w er e s o. . . unytr omising?

The smart ones had talked or bor-rqht r:..-

dangerous ones had been hanged alread.,'-
the dregs. She couldn't see trusting an\' .r::
suicide mission.

And none of them smelled of roseman-

Women were rare enough dorr,n her.
prisoners watched her avidly, crou'ding :i=
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as nondescript a littLe thing as she was. She tried hard to be

nondescript; rt was one of her great assets. Short, drab, brown

hair, brown skin, eyes of no particular color set in a face of no

particular beaa$-these were tools as useful in their way as

grappLinghooks and forger's pens.

Still, even a nondescript woman was more than they usually

saw in the dungeons, There .were one or two catcalls and much

grabbrngof crotches,but no scent of rosemary.

The warder made as if to stop the mens behavior, but

s o m ething- pr ob abLy Slate's total in dif, fer enc e - diss uade d him.

"Mian?"
"Noi she said. 'None of these will dq I dont thinkl' She

srghed, glanced over the brg one-l su{ryose f therei no one else,

he'lLhave to do-then grirnaced again.'l suppose wed better look

at the murderers, godhelp us alll'
"Areyousure? Oneof 'ernsinfor arsontoq andhe's abadonei

She touched the cosrter pouch slung at her waist, with its

p ap er s. " I' m giv en my p i ck of th e pr i s onq by the D ow ager's or der s'j

And it's only by her grace-and thk mad notion oJ hers-that

I'm not in a celJ m.ysel.J.I don't thi.nk youknow that. I don't think you

needtoknow tbat.

"Iknow,bst..!

The warder, Slate suspected, was a decent mary and would

obey orders without question, but his sensibilities were deepLy

offended by the notion of a worrran coming in and possibLy re-

leasing a murderer. Slate wasnt exactly keen on the idea herself.

She didnt mind traveling with murderers-shed slit a throat
or two in her time, and Brenner's entrre career was founded on

other people's corpses-but arsonists were something else again,

and did not make for comfortable traveling c

\7ten again, the gods knew, she and Breru

take this mad venture entirely on their or+,n.

She patted thewarder absently on the shor

like it either, but orders are orders. Let! see th

lTtewarder sighed and went to go roust th

It wasnt impossible that th erewas sometlil

that was setrng off SLat€s rosemary sense. P

Dowager's keep was built on the ruins of an oli

said that there were rooms no one had ope

years, frlled with old wonders from civilizatror

People said a lot of stupid things.

SLate had, in her line of work, fenced se..-e

edly from that distant past. At least tw-o hai
artifi.cer she trusted had sworn that one rra'
had smelled of rosemary and none of them

particulaiy magical. Shdd forged the cetrnc.

and sent it on its way andthat was that.

The war der opened the door and beckc.n,

line of murderers,

Perhaps fortanately, none of them smelt

Two were yague, silent creatures, andthe thir,

man whose eyes moved over her body like rr-
gaze andhelooked away imrnedrately,then t a.

warder. No question which one.was in here rcr
Definitely not.lhis orrewas a mad do.{-n

and fear of Brenner's knives wouldnt hold h-

have to kill him within hours, and u-hat s.
anybody?
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I don't mind iJheki.As me,butl'd as soon skip the preliminaries...

"Nol' Slate left the cell block and went back out into the

main room. The rosemaryhad to be coming from somewhere.

One of the wardens? God, how wiL I explain that?

The rosemary fr,oodedher nostrils again.

Slate gLanced at the door, The warder was still inside, settling

the prisoners, and couldr1t see her doing anything...odd,

She closed her eyes, tilted her head back, and sniffed.

By turning her head and taking several blind steps, she got

a brief sense of direction {rorn the smell. Assuming she wasnt

deluding herself, it seemed stronger from one side of the room.

She navigated that way with eyes closed, took a step,then another

-definitely gelting stronger-took a third step and banged

her thigh on the wardeis corner desk.

"Brggerr." She glanced around, rubbing her leg, didnt see the

wardery and went back to sniffr ng. Ah- almos t- no -*t er e !

"Maam?" said the warden, behind her.

The elusive roserrrary fled. Slate opened her eyes, and found

her nose inches from another door.

"Wlno's behind here?"

"Ohi saidthe warden. "Oh-miarn, you dont want that one.

He's bad. I mean, they're allbad, but he's-you really dont want

that onel'

"Unfortttnately, I think I rnrghti she.said with a sigh. 'Open

the door, please'J

The warder gaveher along look, but the Dowager's orders

were stronger than his sense of propriely. He fumbled a key out

of his key ring and openedthe door.

The wallrvay was shorter than the one through the

murderer's row, the cells smaller. All of the:
stepped into the hall, feeling the flagstc.r.,:,

underfoot.

She walked to the end, to the single crcc'.r:

to look at the pnsoner.

Rosemary hit her so strongly that she ::

had to throw her sleeve across her sr-rd;.

If it had smelled like crushed leaves be:;:,
someone had poured purest rosemary cLl ;-:
passages.

She choked ot1 a sneeze. Bad thines ha'.-l

her throat.

Fine. Fine.I get it.

It was ayery small cell with no u'in.Lcr.,.

The prisoner was a taLl, dark-harre; ::

growth of beard. His age was indeternl:r.:.:,

put him over forty, probably less. The bear:
was far back in the shadows,

FIe was sitting u/ith his back againsr .: 
=

with unreadable eyes.

Slate tried to say, "Excuse mej'snuflie; .,,
An eyebrow went up, but he didn't sar' .--.'

I suppose "Bless youl' is a lifi1e nr;--,
circumstances.

'Are you-d amr.-utwggg;hhkk-" He: : --

to the roof of her mouth as roserrlan- s:.':-:-.

sinuses. There were no surviy rs.

She sneezed until she could snee:e :',.-

ached. She put her hands over her face,

7
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"I'd offer you a handkerchief, but I'm fresh ortti the prisoner

sard. Hehad a dry, abrasive voice. "I'm sorry if the smell offends

you!
"Ils not-" she waved ahand, still scrubbingather traitorous

n o s e and w ater rng ey es. " It's - s n o r gg;k- aller gie s. S o r r f
The other eyebrow went up, whether at the allergies or the

apology. Slate wondered if it maltered which one, FIe didnt say

anything.

She got herself under controf sniffl.ed a few times, and p:ut

one hand on the bars. "What are you in for?"

The prisoner looked away conternptuously.

"He killed eight nuns and two gtardsi said the warden

behind her. She could hear the glower without turning arottnd.
"In fairnessi said the prisoner, holding up a finger, "rt was

three nuns and five novices. And I was possessed at the timell

"Possessed?" she repeate d, barely rcgSsteing the word. He

looked intelligent enough, at least compared to the alternatives,

and the odds of their success hinging on his abilrty to, say, do

long dMsion in his head seemed unlikely. I'tte got that bit covered

afiyway.there was muscle enough on his frarne for her purposeq

but there was a slight hunch to his shouldersthatworried her.

She moved suddenly, experimentally, andhe flinched. Only a

fraction,barely noticeable, but shed been watchingfor it.
He's not broken, but he\ got something. Shock, maybe. Definitely

damaged goods. Could just be Jrom being l.ocked in here Jor a while,

though.Hmm.

StiU, l'm only askinghi.m to die, not r eintegrate with so ciety, so mayb e

that w on't matter. I supg ose being yossessed coul.d b e ytroblematic.

Unless ithelg;

The rosemary smacked her again. Sl're tu:
cell, groping for a handkerchief tha! at thrs ':

emotional support.

"Snemghghk..l'

"Generally, the gawkers actually knorr r'-;'-.-

the prisoner said. "If the temple is sending r..'-'

me in myhour of need, theymight consider s;:,

The warden grunted. Slate flapped a r.-:

irritably, face buried in the damp handkerc,..:.

Eigfut nuns qnd noyices and two gudrLTs, \,'.-: ..

bars weren't there?

Oh, probably.

"Wait-" she said, as it finally darnreJ .-

sneezing had knocked some stray rner-r-ri: ,

Eight nuns?" She turned to look at rire '. =

glumly. " L or d C al,ib an ? "

It had been a nine-day rvonder tl-Lr.-'.-..

madness of Lord Caliban, the Dreaminq G.-:,
paladin and demonslayer, who had been tak.:-. .

and run mad, killing half the priestesses ir: :l -.

single bloody morning.

She stared at him.

He inclined his head. "Sir Caliban, :..--*-

me of my title, although they rrere r.-r-.:
knighthood. At your service, I'm sure,'

"I thought theyd hung you!"

This was perhaps not the most tact;.:.l :-

eyer said. Judging by the angle of hi-s eve::--

most tactful thing he'd ever heard, either,
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